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Weekly News Update
05 – 12 February, 2007

News

Indonesia stops sharing bird flu samples 
Indonesia has stopped sharing its samples of the H5N1 virus with the rest of the world and will instead send them exclusively to a US drug manufacturer.
First-Time Flyers Trouble India
	Inexperienced flyers are causing a few headaches for India's budget airlines, with one carrier reporting a passenger trying to open a door mid-flight.



Charity Complaints Body Launched
A new self-regulatory body has been launched in the UK to handle complaints about charities' fund-raising.
Sustainable Resource Management

USDA Farm Bill Proposal Takes Bullish Approach to Market-Based Conservation 

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns unveiled the USDA's plans for the 2007 Farm Bill on January 31, 2007.

Save our wetlands 
World Wetlands Day was celebrated throughout the world on Feb 1. Wetlands are among the world’s most productive environments. 


Biodiversity Goes to Market
Biodiversity, like the proverbial prophet, is not without honour save in its own country: it tends to be valued more highly abroad than at home. Brazil is now trying to become an exception to the rule by commercialising its native species on a large scale.

Brazil, U.S. partnership to promote biofuels in Latin America, officials say
Brazil and the United States will unveil a new partnership in the coming months to expand the use of ethanol and other biofuels in Latin America in an effort to increase energy security and create rural jobs for poorer nations, officials familiar with the deal said this week.

UNEP meeting warns of dangers of biofuel production 
Environmentalists meeting in Nairobi say the trade in biofuels should be governed by environmental standards, and warn that planting crops solely for biofuels may cause catastrophic damage to the planet. 
UK wind power reaches milestone 
The UK has become only the seventh nation in the world to have more than two gigawatts (GW) of operational wind power capacity. 
Climate Change
Global Warming to Hit Poor Worst, Says U.N.'s Ban
The world's poor, who are the least responsible for global warming, will suffer the most from climate change, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told environment ministers from around the world on Monday.
China launches carbon trading initiatives 
China has announced two new carbon trading initiatives to help develop its poorer regions and meet the UN Millennium Development Goals. 

Branson launches $25m climate bid 
Millions of pounds are on offer for the person who comes up with the best way of removing significant amounts of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 

Germany Wants Global Emissions Trading Scheme 
Germany wants to institute a global emissions trading scheme and will float the idea for discussion during its presidency of the Group of Eight industrialised nations this year, an official said on Wednesday. 

 

China Set to Launch Kyoto Clean Energy Fund 
Beijing will launch within weeks a renewable energy fund likely to deploy tens of millions of dollars it has taxed from carbon trading under the Kyoto Protocol. 
EU Executive Wants to Punish "Green Crimes" 
The European Commission wants to punish the most serious crimes against the environment with 5-10 year minimum jail terms and fines of up to 1.5 million euros (US$1.9 million), a draft proposal obtained by Reuters shows. 

Policymakers should focus on climate adaptation 
Policymakers need to give more attention to adaptation policies to cope with climate-related impacts, regardless of their cause, argue Roger Pielke and colleagues in this article in Nature. 
The Economics and Politics of Climate Change: An Appeal to Reason
Against the grain!
 

Biodiversity & Ecosystems


Iowa Considers New Deer Contraceptive
Iowa wildlife experts are looking into a new deer contraceptive that could curb the state's multimillion-dollar-a-year overpopulation problem.
Juniper threatened by plants' age 

The rapid disappearance of a once common plant from UK hillsides has been blamed on infertile females. 

Rare White Tiger Triplets Born at Argentine Zoo 
Three rare white tiger cubs delighted visitors at the Buenos Aires zoo on Thursday, tumbling in the grass of their enclosure in their first public appearance since being born late last year. 


Indian Ocean Tuna Face Illegal Fishing Threat
 
The Indian Ocean needs better intelligence gathering and tougher law enforcement to fight the threat of illegal tuna fishing by small mobile fleets, an industry expert said on Tuesday. 


 Can fish farming save depleted cod? 
Cod, a mainstay food from Britain to Brazil, all but disappeared from Canadian waters in the 1990s after years of overfishing, and scientists say a similar fate awaits the shoals of the North Sea. 

Communities

Global health: Making partnerships work 

Based on interviews, research, as well as findings from external evaluations, this Briefing Paper sets out an agenda to improve the effectiveness of global public-private health partnerships. 

Cellphone subscription in Bangladesh to reach 60 mn by 2011 
Cellular phone subscription in Bangladesh over the next five years will grow by 200 percent increasing the number of subscribers from the existing 20 million to 60 million in 2011.
UNEP wants to build on Google partnership success 
After letting computer users soar over Mount Kilimanjaro's melting snows and peer down on illegal logging in Asia, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) is exploring how the latest technology can help it reach more people, an official said on Wednesday. 

Business & CERG
Mines and Communities 
The website is a project of three British-based organisations: People against Rio Tinto and Subsidiaries

FTSE4Good sets out climate criteria 
Companies will have to meet a new set of climate change criteria or face expulsion from the FTSE4Good socially responsible investment (SRI) index family. 

GE dips into water sector 
General Electric's energy investing arm is taking a majority stake in French water treatment company Idex Aquaservices. 

Voluntary programmes 'weak, but prepare market' – RFF
Voluntary environmental programmes have limited impact, but can help participants and regulators prepare for mandatory schemes, concludes a new book from US think tank. 

INTERVIEW: M&S - how green are they really?

Earlier this week, the high-street retailer Marks and Spencers announced a £200 million 'eco-plan', with a view to becoming the first carbon neutral supermarket. 

We spoke to Blake Lee-Harwood, Campaigns Director at Greenpeace, to ask just how green the M&S 'eco-plan' is...

For Goldman Sachs, Long-Term Greed Means Going Green 

As part of a series about the world's biggest banks, the Ecosystem Marketplace takes a closer look at Goldman Sachs' support for environmental markets. 

Financial Firms Detail Climate Change Risks, Opportunities
Two leading financial institutions, UBS Wealth Management and Lehman Brothers, released reports detailing how companies and individuals might be affected by global warming and what steps they can take to offset the risks.

Cadbury Issues Easter Egg Recall
Cadbury is recalling some of its Easter eggs because they do not carry the correct nut allergy labeling.
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