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Weekly News Update
12 – 19th February, 2007

News

Greenpeace wins UK nuclear victory
A top British judge struck a blow at Prime Minister Tony Blair's plans for a new generation of nuclear power stations on Thursday, calling the government's consultation on nuclear power "inadequate" and "wrong."

Japan holds an international conference to push for the resumption of commercial whaling. Anti-whaling nations in the International Whaling Commission such as the United States, United Kingdom and Australia have boycotted the conference.

$25 million prize offered to capture carbon
Could you invent the best device for absorbing greenhouse gas?

Flying the cleanly skies?
Without a viable jet-fuel alternative, air travel in 30 years may be only for the wealthy.

Brazil's Lula to challenge Bush on environment 
Brazil will challenge U.S. President George W. Bush to cut emissions of carbon gases that cause global warming when he visits Latin America next month, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said on Monday. 
G8 Climate Change Dialogue Moves to Washington
More than 100 legislators and government officials from the 20 largest energy-consuming countries brought the climate change debate to the U.S. Capitol in what organizers hoped could be a step toward closer global collaboration on the issue. The debate at the Legislators' Forum on Climate Change follows on the heels of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which concluded there was a 90 percent chance that human actions have been a major contributor to global warming. The Forum included delegates from the G8 -- Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, the United States, Canada and Japan -- plus China, India, Mexico, Brazil and South Africa, which combine to produce 75 percent of the world’s greenhouse gases. 
EU split over targets to cut emissions
Developed countries must slash greenhouse gas emissions by 30% by 2020 to avoid global temperatures rising 2ºC above pre-industrial levels, concluded members of the European Parliament on Wednesday.

Sustainable Resource Management

Next-Gen Biofuels Move Beyond Corn and Soy
The National Wildlife Federation has announced a proposal to help farmers switch to growing a new generation of biofuel crops. The plan would enroll up to five million acres of land to promote the sustainable production of next generation biomass energy.
USDA Criticized by 2nd Judge over Genetic Crops 

EU ministers go for flexibility on renewables
Energy ministers agreed to raise biofuels use to a minimum of 10% by 2020 but rejected an EU-wide binding target for renewables, leaving it to member states to decide on specific objectives at national level.
Big Oil discusses energy challenges
With dwindling oil supplies, pollution concerns and the threat of gas prices soaring again, talk of better ways to fuel our cars, heat our homes, and power our factories has never been greater. What's more, the conversation is emanating from a surprising source — the oil companies themselves.

Tobacco is genetically engineered to produce vaccine 
Scientists have genetically engineered tobacco plants to produce a protein for a vaccine against amoebiasis — a disease predominantly affecting Central and South America, Africa and Asia. 

Uganda: Ntungamo, Forestry Body Sign Pact 
COMMUNITIES living near Rwoho forest reserve and the National Forestry Authority (NFA) have signed an agreement under which the people will plant trees on part of the forest land. 
Air-freight flowers greener than Dutch hothouses, say Kenyans 
The British and Kenyan governments weighed into the growing debate over "food miles" yesterday, insisting it was ethically and environmentally sound to buy flowers from Kenya on Valentine's Day. 

Big Oil: Biofuels won't meet energy demand
Execs instead stress diversity, push for coal and nuclear power plant construction, open trade and offshore drilling. Top executives in the U.S. oil and electricity industries warned lawmakers this week against relying solely on biofuels for energy security, calling instead for more domestic drilling, streamlined regulation and access to foreign reserves.
Climate Change
Former Fed Chairman Thinks Climate Curbs Won't Hurt 

Despite Bush Administration fears that controls on climate change could wreck the U.S. economy, former chairman of the U.S. Federal Reserve, Paul Volcker, thinks taxes on carbon emissions would not have a negative economic impact. In fact, Volcker doesn't think they'd have much of an impact at all. He also adds that if we don't do something, the economy is sure to collapse in the next 30 years. 

· Read the AP story 
  – Read the Reuters story 

Norway to Cut Greenhouse Gases, Meet Kyoto Goal - PM 
Planet Ark , 15 February 2007 
OSLO - Norway will reach its Kyoto target to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 and a considerable share will be achieved by domestic curbs rather than by buying emissions rights abroad, its prime minister said on Wednesday. 
More: http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/40353/story.htm
Canada pledges $1.3bn green fund
Canada's Prime Minister Stephen Harper announces a new $1.3bn fund to combat climate change.
India Wind Farm Hailed as 500th CDM Project 

The Executive Board of the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) – the body that oversees project-based emissions reductions – had a slow start when it came to approving offset projects two years ago. The news that the CDM approved its 500th project on February 12 was hailed as a welcome sign by many that the carbon market has proved it can learn from its mistakes and streamline the processes bearing credits to market. 

Cars and Carbon 
BBC Europe editor Mark Mardell on the European Commission's proposals for reducing carbon emissions from cars, and climate change's capture of the political agenda.

Dimas on business attitudes to climate change 
The UN-backed IPCC report again urged world leaders to tackle global warming. Do you think that we have the global governance structures in place to really address this world problem? Can the G8 deliver better than the UN process has done so far?
 

In chilly Washington, global warming gets new airing
Global legislators were meeting in snowbound Washington to debate a new pact against catastrophic climate change and find ways of luring laggards like the United States and China on board.

ExxonMobil's top executives on climate change policy
ExxonMobil has long been an outspoken critic of global warming science, questioning the scientific foundations behind human influence on climate change. But you recently appeared to soften you stance. Why is that? Has Exxon changed opinion on the issue?
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Initiative to fight illegal wildlife trade launched 
A new global initiative to fight the Sh700 billion illegal trade in wildlife has been launched in Nairobi. 



Leading Biodiversity Conservation

A call by the United Nations to restore and protect biodiversity in the world through a global convention is seen as being of particular importance to Japan, a leading importer of natural resources.

Deforestation Main Challenge for UNEP
The severe degradation of the environment and its impact on climate change are dominating discussions currently underway at the 24th meeting of the governing council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the Kenyan capital.

China prepares to launch climate adaptation plans
China will soon release its first comprehensive national programme to mitigate and adapt to climate change. This follows the release of two reports with dire predictions for China's food production and coastal cities due to global warming.


 
Japan Hosts Whaling Meet as Anti-Whalers Boycott 
Japan and like-minded pro-whaling nations took a step towards their goal of resuming commercial whaling on Tuesday at a special meeting of the International Whaling Commission. 

 

Forests lure moose to Massachusetts 
When biologist Stephen DeStefano was growing up in Massachusetts, moose were a distant memory. "Back then, people would have laughed at you if you said there were going to be moose in Massachusetts someday," says Dr. DeStefano, now a research professor at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. Thirty years later, he's driving the back roads of the Quabbin Reserve, about 80 miles west of Boston, looking for moose. 
CBD Hails Heart Of Borneo Initiative 
The signing of the declaration on the Heart of Borneo initiative to protect the rainforests of Borneo demonstrates "the commitment to conserve one of the world's most spectacular transboundary tropical rainforest biodiversity hotspots," said Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 



Large squid lights up for attack 
Big deep-sea squid emit blinding flashes of light as they attack their prey, research shows. 


Study Shows Bats Might Eat Birds
Bats, lauded for scooping up mosquitoes and other nasty pests but reviled for drinking blood and spreading rabies, now have another unpopular habit to live down -- it appears they eat songbirds, scientists said Tuesday.

Suit Filed to Protect Polar Bears and Walrus From Oil Exploration and Global Warming
Polar bears and walrus are facing a serious threat in the Arctic from expanding oil and gas exploration because federal regulations don't assess the combined risks posed by such activity and global warming, according to a suit filed today in federal court by environmental groups.
Communities

Africa: Global Book 2007 - Environmental Risks Versus Globalisation 
The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Year Book 2007 was launched at the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)'s 24th Governing Council cum Global Ministerial Environment Forum, which held in Nairobi, Kenya on February 5. 

Suffer the children? 
A UN report suggests British and American children are faring badly compared with those in other rich countries

Kenya's future 
An early election is possible, with the opposition split

Business & CERG
Planes, prizes and perfect PR 
Virgin is brilliant on big things, slower on small ones
Chevron CEO Calls for US to Triple Ethanol Use 

Ceres puts 10 firms on 'climate watch'
Investor and environmentalist coalition Ceres has created a "Climate Watch" list of 10 US companies being targeted by large investors with resolutions on climate change.
Most US Corporations Failing on Climate Change; Some Stand to Profit 

U.S. companies are not disclosing the risks they face from climate change, according to a report from Ceres and Calvert. More than half of U.S. companies declined to participate in the Carbon Disclosure Project. Meanwhile, Citigroup named 74 companies likely to profit from efforts to tackle climate change. Download the report  
Businesses Create a Plan for Sustainable Development
A group of 12 business leaders announced a groundbreaking plan to push forward how their companies work with and in the developing world.

Barclaycard Tackles Overspenders
Barclaycard will reveal the effect of stricter credit card controls when its parent, Barclays bank, publishes its annual results next week. 

Barclaycard has been cutting some customers' credit card limits, even stopping their ability to borrow cash on plastic - without warning. 
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