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Weekly News Update
29 Jan – 5 Feb, 2007

News

London Olympics 2012 - going for green?
The organisers of the London 2012 Olympics want the games to be "the greenest in history", but critics say that their plans do not go far enough.
UN Agency Pressures Ban on Climate Crisis Summit 
The UN environment agency pressed Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday to call an emergency climate summit amid dire reports about the risks from global warming. 


Sustainable Resource Management

Japan to cut Atlantic bluefin tuna catch by 23% 
Japan today agreed to cut its catch of Atlantic bluefin tuna by almost a quarter over the next four years in the latest attempt to save the fish from commercial extinction. 

EU energy research lacks focus, study finds
A closer link needs to be created between research, climate change and economic objectives, says the Commission ahead of an EU summit that will decide whether to double community funding for research in non-nuclear energies.
UN ecology agency calls for better global management to prevent collapse of fish stocks 
Rising demand for seafood and other marine produce will lead to a collapse of today’s commercial fish stocks by 2050 unless better management is introduced, exemplifying the challenges facing Governments in a globalized world, according to a new United Nations report released today. 


How green is ethanol?
Brazilian cane ethanol on average yields more than 8 times more energy than is used in the production process, compared with United States corn ethanol production that yields between 1.1 to 1.7 times as much energy, according to Brazil's Cane Industry Association.

NGOs fear harm from biofuels
Plans to increase the biofuel contribution to 10 per cent of European Union transport fuel by 2020 have been criticised by environmental non-government organisation, which increasingly believe that the promotion of biofuels may cause more harm than good.

Carbon capture 'an important contribution'
Carbon dioxide capture and geological sequestration can provide an important contribution to mitigating climate change, according to a study issued by the Dutch Energy Research Network. Up to 30 per cent of global carbon dioxide emissions could be captured in 2050, the study found. It said carbon constraint policies would not only induce the large-scale introduction of carbon dioxide capture and storage systems in the electricity sector, but they also accelerate the penetration of renewable energy sources and nuclear. 


Geosequestration 'needs bigger financial carrot' 

The cost of capturing and sequestering carbon dioxide geologically is about twice the current cost of buying permits through the European Union emissions trading scheme to emit carbon dioxide, according to a study undertaken for Britain's Department of Trade and Industry.


Sustainable Biofuel Production and Use
WISIONS is an initiative of the Wuppertal Institute with the objective to combine spreading knowledge about existing successful projects with promoting and furthering new project ideas. Recently the new brochure on the topic "Sustainable Biofuel Production and Use" including good practice projects from Ghana, India, Austria and Indonesia was released. 
EC wants 20% emission cuts by 2020
The European Commission has proposed tough new greenhouse emissions, renewables and biofuel targets.
Biofuels squeeze food crops in China
The Chinese government is moving to ensure that the biofuel industry doesn’t crowd out food crops to feed the nation.
LED traffic lights burn future path
LED lighting is taking over the world as a US politicians seeks to ban conventional light globe.

Climate Change
Evidence of Human-caused Global Warming “Unequivocal”, says IPCC 
The first major global assessment of climate change science in six years has concluded that changes in the atmosphere, the oceans and glaciers and ice caps show unequivocally that the world is warming. 
Australia Softens Stand on Carbon Trading 
Australia's conservative government softened its long-held opposition to carbon trading on Monday, prompting business to warn the move could cost jobs and shift emissions offshore to China or Indonesia. 


For more information on the new European Commission Climate Change Communication see: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/pdf/com_2007_2_en.pdf 

For more information on the European Commission Energy Policy Communication see: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy_policy/doc/01_energy_policy_for_europe_en.pdf
Chairman: Bush officials misled public on global warming
The Democratic chairman of a House panel examining the government's response to climate change said Tuesday there is evidence that senior Bush administration officials sought repeatedly "to mislead the public by injecting doubt into the science of global warming."
Scientists in search of new consensus on climate change
The UN-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is meeting in Paris this week to hammer out a new agreement on the science behind climate change amid renewed controversy over future global warming.

Weeds adapting to climate change
Fast-growing weeds have evolved over a few generations to adapt to climate change, which could signal the start of an "evolution explosion" in response to global warming, scientists reported. But they said long-lived species of plants - like the venerated California redwood tree, with a life-span of hundreds of years - will not have the capacity to adapt so quickly, because their life cycles are so long.


Industry to focus on trading evolution
Vattenfall AB, Alcan Inc., Duke Energy Corporation and the International Emissions Trading Association will work with other leading industries and financial institutions to accelerate the evolution of carbon trading as one of the key components to addressing climate change. 


Europe challenges developed world
The European Commission has presented "the most ambitious policy ever" to fight climate change, challenging the world to follow Europe's lead in cutting greenhouse gas emissions. The European Union's executive branch proposed the 27-nation bloc reduce emissions by at least 20 per cent by 2020 compared to 1990 levels, with the possibility of going to 30 percent if other developed countries join in. The challenge was included in the Commission's Strategy Energy Review, setting out a radical energy policy for the EU with the objective of a sustainable, competitive and secure supply of energy. Its implementation requires approval of EU governments and the European Parliament. 
US Senators propose cap and trade
Six United States senators, including potential 2008 presidential contenders from both major parties, have unveiled legislation that would force power plants and industry to curb greenhouse gas emissions, seeking to cut emissions to one-third of 2000 levels by 2050. They propose a "cap-and-trade" plan that would place a ceiling on emissions of six kinds of greenhouse gases, allowing emitters from four sectors (electric utilities, transportation, general industry and commercial) to choose either to reduce emissions or buy tradeable permits.


Guide to offsets schemes
The Tufts Climate Initiative based on Tufts University in the United States has written a report on how to evaluate companies offering greenhouse gas emissions offsets, specifically those offering to offset emissions from air travel.


Anti-Kyoto leaders accept IPCC findings
Leaders of the US, Canada and Australia embrace the IPCC report and adjust their rhetoric on climate change action...



 
Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Wild Wolves Good for Ecosystems 

Reintroducing wild wolves to the Scottish Highlands would help local ecosystem, a study suggests. Wolves, which were hunted to extinction in Scotland in the late 1700s, would help control the numbers of red deer, the team from the UK and Norway said. 
Porpoises starving
Porpoises are starving to death in European waters because of fish shortages linked to ocean warming, according to a new study that warns of mounting fatalities if sea temperatures continue to rise.


Kenya: Sweet-Smelling Tree of Arid Areas Faces a Bleak Future 
A local shrub famed for its medicinal qualities is under threat of over-exploitation, due to great demand abroad. Almost every part of the shrub, commonly known as sandalwood, has an economic value - leaves, stem, bark and even roots. 

Illegal Logging Destroying Last Strongholds of Orangutans in National Parks 
The tropical forests of South East Asia, important for local livelihoods and the last home of the orangutan are disappearing far faster than experts have previously supposed according to a new Rapid Response report from The UN Environment Programme. 

Warm Weather Prompts Corpse Flower to Bloom Early 
Unseasonably warm weather may have tricked the world's smelliest plant into blooming in the middle of the northern hemisphere winter, botanists at the Eden Project where the native of Sumatra is housed, told Reuters.  

Sea Turtles Dying Along Bangladesh Coast 
More than 200 turtles, some weighing 20 kg (44 pounds) or more, have died in the Bay of Bengal along the Bangladesh coast over the past week, government officials and witnesses said on Monday. 
Racing to save the Amazon 
From bush turkeys to Goeldi's marmosets, Amazonian biodiversity is famously rich — and as famously threatened by development. Now a faster, cheaper way of documenting the region's plants and animals is bringing conservationists and locals together to chart key areas for protection and sustainable use. 

Communities

Multicolored Snow Falls over Three Siberian Regions 
Strange colored snow that fell in three different Siberian regions is not toxic and may have been caused by dust and soils blown into the atmosphere from neighboring Kazakhstan, a Russian emergency official said Friday. 

Rural Environmental Planning for Sustainable Communities 
Rural Environmental Planning for Sustainable Communities offers an explanation of the concept of Rural Environmental Planning (REP) along with case studies that show how to apply REP to specific issues such as preserving agricultural lands, planning...

Business & CERG
Companies to collaborate on climate change
Some of Britain's biggest companies, now accepting that climate range is real, dangerous and partly their fault, are meeting as a taskforce set up under the umbrella of the Confederation of British Industry to discuss ways in which they can help the environment, including through carbon taxes and offsetting.
BP Selects Strategic Partners For Energy Biosciences Institute
	Shell Announces 4th Quarter and Full Year 2006 Unaudited Results



Profiting from climate change while curbing it
Banks, academics and green groups have announced the London Accord project to assemble around 10 investment banks to identify how investors can both help to curb, while profiting from, climate change. Sponsored by the City of London Corporation and BP, it has so far signed up Morgan Stanley, Bank Sarasin, Societe Generale, HSBC, Credit Suisse and CanaccordAdams.


EU aims at oil firms on way to low-carbon future
Proposed new fuel-quality standards have oil companies fuming as Commission seeks deeper cuts in CO2 and other noxious pollutants emitted by petrol refining and use. The new standards also encourage increased blending with biofuels.

Citigroup names 74 likely climate winners
Banking giant Citigroup has named 74 companies in 21 industries and 18 countries that stand to benefit from efforts to tackle climate change. 
Campaign aims for 100Mt/year of carbon offsets 
A global campaign to get one billion people to reduce their carbon emissions by one tonne a year for the next 10 years was launched this week. 
NGOs call for Shell to spend profits on clean up 
As Shell reports annual profits of $25.4 billion, a coalition of NGOs has called for it to pay billions of dollars of restitution for the environmental and social damage it has done. 
Ceres, Calvert fault US firms for lax GHG disclosure 
More than half of the largest US companies are doing a bad job reporting climate change to investors, according to a new report from Ceres and Calvert.
Fifth carbon disclosure effort launched 
An investor coalition backed by more than $40 trillion in assets has asked 2,400 of the world's largest companies to disclose investment-relevant information about climate change. 

British Government Sets Voluntary Standards 

The British Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has set standards for carbon offsetting schemes, a worldwide first. According to the BBC, only four British offset providers would qualify under the new plan: Pure, Global Cool, Equiclimate and Carbon Offsets, as they offer credits generated under the Kyoto Protocol. Reaction from those left outside the scheme, such as Climate Care, was unsurprisingly negative. And some observers charged the decision was driven by back-office dealings rather than a close look at industry and public needs. 

Read the Environmental Finance article
Read the BBC article
Higher safety costs hit BP profit 
Oil giant BP sees its latest profits fall 12% after it was hit by lower oil prices and higher safety spending.
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