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Weekly News Update
12 – 19th March, 2007

News

So are pandas saved now?
Climate change dominates the agenda now, but what happened to the green cause celebres of the 1970s, 80s and 90s - acid rain, the ozone layer, saving the panda and nuclear power?
Plans for two coal power stations
Two energy firms have unveiled plans to build the first new coal-fired power stations in the UK for 20 years.
Arctic winds set to bring a wintry spell
Forecasters at the Met Office are warning of a marked change to very cold weather for early next week as arctic winds bring a sharp drop in temperature and a risk of snow to some areas of the UK.
Cadbury’s Confirms News of Split
Cadbury Schweppes has confirmed that it is planning to split itself into two, separating its confectionery and soft drinks business. 
The firm's Americas Beverages unit is to split off, leaving the confectionery arm with brands such as Dairy Milk chocolate and Trident chewing gum.

Sustainable Resource Management


Govt may stash carbon dioxide underground
The government is looking at underground storage of carbon dioxide from coal-fired power stations as a way of reducing the millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases the plants belch into the country's atmosphere each year.
Phase-out of incandescent bulbs sought in U.S.
A coalition of industrialists, environmentalists and energy specialists is banding together to try to eliminate the incandescent light bulb in the United States in about 10 years.

India, Biofuels Will Help Palm Oil Sizzle
Palm oil prices are set to jump more than 20 percent by year-end as global oilseed stocks get depleted and demand from the food and fuel sectors surges, industry officials said on Wednesday. 

Kitchens, Bathrooms Are Going Greener
Homeowners continue to want larger kitchens, and now they increasingly want eco-friendly materials for their floors and space for recycling centers, according to a survey. 

India’s Farming Crisis
Krishan Bir Chaudhary, executive chairman of India's largest farming organisation, urges governments to focus on the well-being of small farmers, arguing that liberalisation has denied Indian farmers adequate remunerative prices, causing debt and often suicide. 
GM Crops in Argentina
While the global debate over genetically modified crops continues, Argentina could not imagine an agricultural landscape without them. In 2007, 98 per cent of the country's soybean crop will be GM, but why the growing trend, and what is the impact for farmers and the environment? 

The Food Miles Debate
With rising concerns over climate change, there are questions being raised in the North about the impact of importing foodstuffs by long distance air freight. For the smallholder farmers in developing countries who have worked hard to meet export standards, the danger of losing those markets is deeply worrying. Points of View presents the response of Kenyan farmers, exporters and horticultural advisors to some key issues in the food miles debate.   
U.S. Researchers Trying To Find New Uses for Cow Manure
Researchers at Michigan State University and the U.S. Department of Agriculture say fiber from processed and sterilized cow manure could take the place of sawdust in fiberboard, which is used to make everything from furniture to flooring to store shelves.

Sustainable Procurement in the European Union 
This advocacy briefing written for the European Coalition for Corporate Justice (ECCJ) contains proposals and recommendations to the European Commission and the European Parliament with regard to sustainable public purchasing practices.
Are clean fuels finally coming of age?
Daniel Kammen, a professor of energy in the Energy and Resources Group and the Goldman School of Public Policy, says that recent steps taken by a number of nations may have finally  begun to address global warming.

EU leaders give boost to energy-savings plan
Heads of states and government have urged the Commission to "rapidly submit proposals" to scrap ordinary light bulbs across Europe within two years and to improve efficiency standards in office equipment and street lighting.

Coal's future hinges on carbon capture, sequestration -- report
Coal can stay king in a world with carbon dioxide controls, but only with wide deployment of technologies to capture and bury carbon that will raise the costs of the abundant power source, according to a major new study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Ethanol Deal Represents Convergence of Multiple Interests
The new partnership to promote the use of ethanol agreed during U.S. President George W. Bush's visit to Brazil is the result of the convergence of varied interests between the two countries.

Climate Change
Britain Proposes Legal Limits on Carbon Emissions
Britain on Tuesday became the first country to propose legislation setting binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions as it stepped up its campaign for a new global warming pact to succeed the Kyoto Protocol.
Britain aims to lead on adapting to climate change 
Britain, which is pioneering legislation for binding cuts in greenhouse gases, also hopes to lead the way with practical measures to help people adapt to global warming, climate change minister Ian Pearson said. 

Parliament sets up Climate Change Committee
The Conference of Presidents agreed on 15 March 2007 to set up a temporary committee on climate change in a move that follows a similar US-congress initiative.

Britain could be first country to put legal limits on carbon emissions
Blair says radical step will set example to the world.
'We should be scared stiff' 
Renowned scientist James Lovelock thinks mainland Europe will soon be desert - and millions of people will start moving north to Britain. Stuart Jeffries meets him 


Must Business Lead on Climate Change? 
A London summit calls for companies to spearhead environmental efforts because reducing energy consumption and carbon emissions can save them money.

Government Talks on Forest Conservation & Climate Change
Goverments discussed in Australia approaches to reduce emissions from deforestation in developing countries March 15, 2007 Avoiding loss of forests and forest degradation, particularly in the tropics, is one of the largest challenges for developing countries around the world.  Forests play an important role in the global climate system, while their conservation links to crucial issues for developing countries, such as poverty alleviation and sustainable development.

George Monbiot: The target wreckers
George Monbiot: Two ministries appear to be set on scuppering plans to combat global warming. 

From the Ecologist:  Channel 4's 'Great Global Warming Swindle'
Last week, Channel 4 aired a documentary by controversial film-maker Martin Durkin. Entitled 'The Great Global Warming Swindle', the film suggested that a combination of factors has led us to mistakenly believe that our emissions of carbon dioxide are causing the planet to warm, and that in fact, natural cycles, solar activity and disaffected radicals were to blame.

1. The sun has got his hat on...
Is solar activity reponsible for the current spike in temperature? We asked Dr. Richard Betts, Manager of the Hadley Centre's Climate Impacts programme...

2. Blowing hot and cool...
Stephan HarrisonThe Earth has been through several warm and cool periods. What's to say this isn't just another warm one? And what if carbon dioxide didn't cause global warming, but was in fact a product of it?  We asked , an Associate Professor in Quarternary Science at Exeter University and a Senior Research Associate at Oxford University...

3. Booming and cooling...
A core argument of the documentary was that global temperatures dropped in the post-World War II economic boom, despite rising levels of carbon dioxide. And why do the graphs of temperature and carbon dioxide not match up? We put this to Richard Washington, Climatologist and Lecturer at Keble College, Oxford...

4. Disaffected radicals...
Is climate change the bandwagon onto which Marxist, anti-capitalist and anti-corporationist activists have leapt? Paul Kingsnorth deals with one of the documentary's most insidious suggestions...

Biodiversity & Ecosystems
Convention on Biological Diversity
Year in Review 2006 for the CBD has been published. 
Between Purity and Reality: Taking Stock of PES Schemes in the Andes 

Many people talk about payment for environmental services (PES), but what kind of projects qualify as true PES programs and how much is actually going on out there in the field? The results will surprise you!

Battle To Save Tasmanian Devil from Extinction 
The Tasmanian Devil, a rare carnivorous marsupial found only on Australia's southern island state of Tasmania, faces extinction in 10 to 20 years without a cure for the facial cancer now decimating the population. 

Illegal Dynamite Fishing Threatens HK Waters - WWF 
Fishermen around Hong Kong are using dynamite to get their catch, aggravating a marine crisis caused by overfishing, pollution and dredging, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) said on Wednesday. 


New cat species discovered in Borneo 
Scientists have declared that the clouded leopard found on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra is an entirely new species of cat, genetically distinct from the clouded leopard that lives in mainland southeast Asia. 


Biodiversity 'fundamental' to economics
Germany's Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel says species loss is making the world a poorer place.

Some of world's forests recovering, but net loss persists: FAO
Forests are expanding in several regions of the world but each day sees a net loss equivalent to an area twice the size of Paris, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) said Tuesday.

Kentucky, Land of the Thoroughbred, Is Swamped with Unwanted Horses
Kentucky, the horse capital of the world, is being overrun with thousands of horses no one wants -- some of them perfectly healthy, but many of them starving, broken-down nags. Other parts of the United States are overwhelmed, too.

Offshore national parks included in marine conservation plans 
Britain could have eight offshore "national parks" within three years and as many as 80 highly protected sea areas eventually if government proposals to overhaul marine legislation and planning go ahead. 

Communities

Namibia - What Can We Learn From Community-Based Conservation? 
The Namibian wildlife conservancy programs provide a useful model for how direct monetary incentives, such as those from payment from ecosystem service programs, can be used to promote community-based biodiversity conservation.
Aging Nations Need Shift in Resources
The world's population continues to age and is on track to surpass nine billion people by 2050, according to the United Nations' latest statistical projections released Tuesday.

Activists Promise No-Holds-Barred Fight over Brazil River Project
Activists on Wednesday vowed to fight to stop a huge river-diversion project meant to benefit millions by irrigating large sections of Brazil's arid northeast. The project will create a new channel for the 1,600-mile (2,700 kilometer) Sao Francisco River, Brazil's fourth-largest, to irrigate the arid Sertao region.

Community-Based Incentives for Nature Conservation
This well written and concise manual takes you through every step of designing an economic incentive program for community-based conservation and is an important tool for anyone involved in payment for ecosystem service programs at the community level. The manual ends with examples of different types of economic incentive programs using case studies from East Africa. 

Individual change through community initiatives
What kinds of local and community initiatives are most effective at influencing people's behaviour? And can lessons learned from these be applied to the issue of climate change and reducing carbon emissions?

Scoring with offsets
Carbon offsetting really does have the potential to finance sustainable, low-carbon development, insists Mike Mason, founder of Climate Care. Michael Buick asks him about doing it properly.
Business & CERG
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts rejected by Boots over Offer
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts supported a £9.7 billion ($18.8 billion) buy-out bid for Alliance Boots, a British drugs retailer and distributor. Boots rejected the approach, led by its deputy executive chairman, but a higher offer is expected. KKR had more immediate success with Dollar General, a retailer that caters to low-income consumers. It agreed to be bought out by the private-equity firm for $7.3 billion. 
Cadbury Schweppes said it was separating its British-based confectionery and American-based beverages businesses and would provide more details in June. The announcement came after it was revealed that Nelson Peltz, a shareholder activist, had taken a 3% stake in the company, which led to speculation about a buy-out.

Barclays goes carbon neutral in UK 
Barclays has made its UK operations carbon neutral, the bank announced on Monday. 

Carbon market to grow 50% in 2007
Volumes in the global carbon market are set to grow 50% this year, according to analyst company Point Carbon.
CCX to enter equities business
The Chicago Climate Futures Exchange has signed a licensing agreement to list futures on a clean technology equity index. 
Oekom slams insurers on environment
The insurance industry shows "very little evidence of positive action" on environmental issues, says Oekom Research, which could not recommend a single US insurer for investment

Business, Environmental Protection and Poverty Reduction Come Together
Wind farms in Tunisia, organic roses in China and mangrove preservation in Indonesia are among the results when the desires to earn a living and preserve the environment are combined. At a panel organized by the Equator Initiative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), held at Fordham University in New York City on 7 March 2007, speakers discussed ways to harness market forces to protect the ecosystems and reduce poverty.

Chocolate Giant Commits to Responsible Supplier Code
The Hershey Company is working to create a supplier code of conduct that goes above and beyond just cocoa suppliers.


Asia's environmental woes threaten economic growth: experts

Asia's stellar economic growth could come to a grinding halt unless governments tackle environmental problems arising from the region's rapid industrial development, the UN and the OECD said Thursday.
Bush-Cheney Administration Issues Polar Bear Gag Order
Today the Center for Biological Diversity denounced a Bush administration directive restricting the ability of government scientists traveling abroad to discuss global warming, sea ice, and polar bears. The memo requires employees traveling in situations where these topics could arise to submit a statement of assurance that the employee understands "the administration's position on these issues," and will not be speaking on, or responding to, questions about them.
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