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Weekly News Update
5 – 12 March, 2007

News

Truth or consequences 
Lewis Libby, Dick Cheney's ex-aide, is guilty of perjury.
Europe's high-priced life 
Why living in Oslo, Paris or London is so costly.
Parties battle over green agenda 

· Politicians bid for the green vote 

· Which political party is the greenest? 

Sustainable Resource Management

Biofuels that go beyond ethanol
The corn-based fuel gets most of the buzz, but don't overlook other players in the biopower business. Ethanol may be the hot topic when it comes to plant-based power, but it's certainly not alone in the biofuels arena.
White House Seeks to Boost Aquaculture 
The Bush administration wants to allow ocean farming for shellfish, salmon and saltwater species in federal waters for the first time, hoping to grab a greater share of the $70 billion aquaculture market. 


US Farm Group Slams US-Brazil Ethanol Cooperation 
President George W. Bush's plan to join hands with Brazil in boosting alternative fuels would deal a serious blow to American farmers, ranchers and taxpayers, a US farm group said on Friday. 

Water Prices Increasing Throughout the World
The price of water is increasing-—sometimes dramatically—-throughout the world. Over the past five years, municipal water rates have increased by an average of 27 percent in the United States, 32 percent in the United Kingdom, 45 percent in Australia, 50 percent in South Africa, and 58 percent in Canada. In Tunisia, the price of irrigation water increased fourfold over a decade.

Cocoa 'could get rid of the West's top killer diseases'

Not even Willy Wonka, Roald Dahl's eccentric chocolate-maker, could have dreamt that his scrumptious products might one day offer the world a panacea. But scientists are close to claiming just that. A compound in unrefined cocoa has health benefits that may rival those of penicillin and anaesthesia, they say.
Biofuels: An Advisable Strategy? 
Biofuels have been an increasingly hot topic on the discussion table in the last few years. In 2003 the European Union introduced a Directive suggesting that Member states should increase the share of biofuels in the energy used for transport to 2% by 2005 and 5.75% by 2010. 

Colombia approves GM corn 
Colombia has allowed genetically modified (GM) corn to enter its borders for the first time, and will authorise plantations of other GM products later in the year. 


As Biofuels Boom, Will More Go Hungry? 
Using plants to feed our fuel needs may be a great idea, and the biofuel goldrush could be a moneyspinner for several poor countries, but some experts warn people may go hungry as food prices rise. 

Climate Change
FACTBOX - Key Issues at the EU Summit on Climate and Energy
European Union leaders meet in Brussels on Thursday and Friday to discuss a common EU energy policy and new goals to fight climate change.
Ex-CIA chief spooked by fossil fuels
R. James Woolsey says the switch to renewables must be made to head off global warming and terrorism.

Gore Says EU Leadership on Climate Change Vital 
The European Union has a vital leadership role to play in fighting climate change, former US Vice President Al Gore said on Wednesday on the eve of an EU summit set to adopt new targets to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 


Merkel urges EU lead on climate
German Chancellor Angela Merkel urges Europe to lead the fight on global warming, ahead of an EU summit.

Environmentalists Clash Over Carbon Offsets 

A spate of articles in the media recently focused on quality concerns in the voluntary carbon market. This article surveys the issues involved in the debate over voluntary carbon offsets. 

Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Gazelles released back into wild 
Captive-bred mountain gazelles have been successfully released into the wild for the first time in 10 years. 


Fish are up to their gills in mercury 
So much mercury has accumulated in fish that there should be a worldwide public warning about eating seafood contaminated by the dangerous heavy metal, says a report summarizing the latest scientific evidence on global mercury pollution. 


Polluted air 'triggering drought' in northern China 
Air pollution in the mountains of northern China is significantly reducing rainfall and causing drought, according to research published in Science this week (8 March). 


World Tourism Forum launches biodiversity network 
The implantation of the Biodiversity Network, integrant of its Network of Networks that favours dialogues, collective realisations and exchange of experiences around the themes of the cause of the Forum has been initiated by the World Tourism Forum for Peace and Sustainable Development. The Biodiversity Network, which was launched at the ITB Berlin, is the fruit of the partnership formed during Destinations2006, in Porto Alegre, Brazil, between the Forum and the Convention on Biodiversity. 

Rare vulture heads home to Mongolia 
The next time you take a Thai Airways flight to China, a passenger with a wingspan of 9.2 feet and a taste for rotting carcasses may also be on board. 

World's only blue lizard heads toward extinction 
High above the forest floor on the remote Colombian island of Gorgona lives a lizard with brilliant blue skin, rivaling the color of the sky. Anolis gorgonae, or the blue anole, is a species so elusive and rare, that scientists have been unable to give even an estimate of its population. 

 
Communities

Bridge Attached to Grand Canyon's Edge 
An Indian tribe fastened a massive glass-bottomed walkway to the edge of the Grand Canyon on Wednesday as part of an ambitious tourism center that has angered environmentalists and some tribal members. 
What Can We Learn From Community-Based Conservation? 

The Ecosystem Marketplace investigates a community-based conservation program in Namibia for lessons about what makes conservation payment schemes work in Southern Africa. 

Charles Ehrhart Makes Markets Multitask 

Charles Ehrhart, the coordinator of CARE International's new Poverty and Climate Change Initiative, wants more people to make the connection between poverty alleviation and the global carbon market. 


 
Business & CERG
Bank of America Launches $20 Billion Environmental Initiative
Bank of America Corp., the nation's largest retail bank, will spend $18 billion on commercial lending and investment banking for "green" projects over the next decade, company officials announced Tuesday.
An environmental milestone deep in the heart of oil country
There's an awesome development in the fight against global warming. Wall Street has decided that ignoring it is bad for business.
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